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“Jesus Makes a Difference!”      Text – Romans 6:15-7:6       LD 32        OT Reading – Psalm 116

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The joke goes that you know you in a Ref. church when every third word ends with ‘ification.’  
And this afternoon will be no different because we continue to talk about sanctification.  
In chapters 1-5 of Romans, we have considered justification.  The gospel is believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall be saved.  So when we believe, God makes a declaration in heaven that we are now righteous.  That is our justification.

· It is an instantaneous, once and for all declaration of what He has done in us, by Jesus, that makes us His children.  
· It is not a process.  It is not something that is slowly drip-fed into us.  It is not something that we grow in.  When we believe in Jesus, God declares that it is done.  
But as we saw last time, that is not the end of anger or lust or gossip or envy in the Christian’s life, is it.  Justified sinners still sin.  
And so, starting with the people that Paul interacts with here in Romans, the reality of ongoing sin caused and still causes many to dismiss or reinterpret what the Bible says about justification.  
· Maybe justification is a process.  
· Maybe I start with a few grams of justification sloshing around in my heart but hopefully end up full of it.  
· Maybe we are not actually justified until we get to heaven?  
And the logical conclusion to this sort of thinking is that I have to work harder and harder to please God and to earn His favour to get fully justified.

And those of you who were present at the Reformation Day service or who are familiar with 
Martin Luther will recall how thinking like this made the Christian life an absolute misery and terror for him and millions of others in the centuries that led up to the Reformation.  
For seeing sin in himself, he knew that he could not possibly have any assurance of salvation.  What if he didn’t see all of his sin?  What if he failed to confess some of his sins?  What if he didn’t do enough good?  And so, for him, the gospel, rather than being good news, was just bad news.  
It was just the NT reason why God punished sinners.  
And it was only when he rediscovered the gospel of God’s grace in Christ – the free gift of salvation in Christ – God gives us what we cannot do ourselves – justification by faith alone – salvation is about receiving not achieving, that he had, finally, the assurance of salvation.
But he still had sin.  And you too, even if you believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins, still have sin.  Every believer does.  
And that’s where Romans 6-8 comes in.  For there, as Paul describes the Christian life, we learn that the presence of the sin that remains in us has to do with sanctification not justification.  
1. And sanctification means to become more holy.  
a. And as the meaning indicates, it is not a one time event but a process.  
i. And we began to see this last time.  We saw that at the moment of salvation, “we died to sin (6:1).”  Because God joins us to Jesus and what He did on the cross, our ‘old self’; the ‘being in slavery to sin’ self, is dead.  That’s our justification.  That is done.  
ii. But we still await that time when our new self is fully resurrected in Jesus.  And that comes only after He returns.  
iii. So for now we live in that time when we begin to “live a new life,” as you see in v4.  
iv. And what that life looks like is described in vv11-14.  
A. In Christ and by the Spirit, we offer ourselves to God.  We are now learning to live with a new master – Jesus Christ.  
B. And you see in these verses that it is a life of two activities; there is a ‘putting to death’ any traces of the old self, as you see in v13 – “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin…”, and a raising to life of the new self, “But rather offer … the parts of your body to [God] as instruments of righteousness.”  
1) LD 33 of the Heidelberg Catechism uses the language of Scripture to call this “the dying away of the old self” and “the coming to life of the new self.”  
C. And that, people of God, is the Christian life; the life of sanctification – “the dying away of the old self” and “the coming to life of the new self.”
And as we saw last time, in Romans 6-8, Paul speaks about sanctification by asking and answering three questions.  The first was in 6:1 and we looked at that last time.  But now we come to the second one in v15: “What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?”  
And the Apostle Paul’s answer to that question is that No. Because Jesus makes a difference.
And he will explain this with a slavery illustration in the rest of ch, 6, 

with a marriage illustration at the beginning of ch. 7, 

and a summary in vv4-6. 
So first of all then, the slavery illustration in ch. 6.
1. And the question, again, is: “What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?”  And it is a fair question.  It is the question still asked today by the Roman Catholic church of the Protestant doctrine of salvation by grace alone.  If you tell people that they are saved wholly by grace, will that not surely encourage them to sin without care?  If it is all done by Jesus on the cross, then surely what I do or do not do does not matter.   
a. After all, consider this illustration: You are driving to Oamaru tomorrow and as you pass through Dunsdandel, with that long straight stretch of road, you hear on the radio and see signs going up that say that there is no speed limit for the next few kilometres.  What are you going to do?  You know that a speed limit of 100km/h makes most accidents survivable.  That has not changed.  But now the speed limit law has been removed.  I see many smiles and a few right feet being pressed to the floor just thinking about it!  
b. But there is another reason why this is a fair question.  Why do you think Paul asks it in relation to these Roman Christians?  Why do you think he has already spoken, so pointedly, about obeying the evil desires of sin? and not offering the parts of your body as instruments of wickedness?  
i. And we are helped in answering this from v19 where Paul describes the Roman Christians as being “weak in your natural selves.”  
ii. The question is fair and Paul has spoken so pointedly because the Roman were engaging in immoral and idolatrous and unsubmissive and selfish and unloving sins.  
A. Later, in 13:1, Paul will say to them, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities.”  
1) And he says that because some or all were not submitting themselves to governing authorities.  
B. And he will say in 13:33, “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.”  
1) And he says that because these Christians were doing these things.
iii. So we better be very clear here.  As the Spirit of God addressed these words to the Roman Christians, so the Spirit of God addresses these words to us as a congregation today.  
A. And He isn’t speaking to us so that we can get the proper theological definitions of the words justification and sanctification sorted out in our minds.  
B. He is speaking to us because there are sins of sexual immorality, idolatry, selfishness, anger, jealousy, rebellion, bitterness, gossip, slander, stealing, discord, and hatred in this room.  We are offering the parts of our body to sin.   
C. And some of us are doing this because we have fallen for the devil’s lie of thinking that because we are under grace we may sin.
c. And if this is you, you must hear the gospel rebuke delivered in these verses.  It begins with the short answer of v15, “By no means!”  No way!  Absolutely not!  Unthinkable!  We may not sin because we see ourselves as under grace and not under law.  
i. Boys and girls, there are 6 words that are at the heart of God’s covenant relationship with His people right throughout the Bible.  Do you know what they are?  They are “Be holy as I am holy.”  To His people, God says, again and again, sometimes those exact words and sometimes words that up to those words, “Be holy as I am holy.” 
ii. And the OT is the story of how spectacularly Israel failed to be God’s holy people.  But time and again in the OT the prophets spoke about the new covenant that God would make with His people that would be better; a time of increased holiness.  
iii. And it is the time of the gospel.  The coming to earth of Jesus and His work on the cross ushers in the time spoken of.  
A. NT believers now have the full revelation of God in the Bible, the person and work of Jesus, and the permanent indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  So there has to be increased holiness.  
1) Jesus did not come to waste His time.  He came to make a difference in the lives of His people.  He came to make it possible for them to be holy because God is holy in a better way than could the OT people of God.  
2) And if your life, today, looks just like the life of the immoral and idolatrous OT person, you are saying, in effect, that Jesus makes no difference.
2. And that is the core of Paul’s message here in Romans.  In the lives of believers, Jesus makes a difference; Jesus produces holiness, yes, this way, vertically, but also this way, horizontally.  And He makes this point with the illustration of slavery.  He says, “You are slaves to the one whom you obey – whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness.”  
a. As we noted at the beginning of this sermon series, it is estimated that there were something like 6,000,000 slaves in the R.E. at this time.  So the concept of slavery was something everyone understood.  It was a feature of ordinary, every day life.  A slave belonged to and did exactly what his or her owner demanded.  A slave had no freedom.  
b. So, you are either a slave to sin or to impurity and ‘ever-increasing wickedness,’ as Paul describes it in 19, or a slave to obedience, or, as Paul describes it in v18 and 19, a slave to righteousness, or, as in v22, a slave to God.  You are one or the other.  
i. And perhaps this illustration will help: Most of you will be familiar with newspaper editorial cartoons.  And what cartoonists often do is to emphasize certain facial features of a person.  Big nose or stick out ears or a certain hairstyle.  Right?   They take one or two characteristics and make them what defines the person.  Well, what you are a ‘slave’ to does the same thing.  Something that should only be incidental to your personality increasingly becomes your defining characteristic.  And the result is that you become a caricature of your idol.
A. Think of the grown man at the stadium, shirtless, with his body painted in the colours of his favourite team.  He has become a caricature of his favourite team.
B. Think of the young woman decked out in the latest fashions of a certain clothing store: shoes, skirt, blouse, jacket, sunglasses. She has become a caricature of that brand. 
C. Think of the Apple computer junkie.  Even though he already owns a MacBook Air, an iPhone, and an iPad, he waits all night to be the first to buy the newest version the first morning it hits the shelves. He has become a caricature of Apple.
D. We begin to look like or behave like or talk often about the things we are in slavery to.  
ii. And so, if you could watch a video of one hour in the life of any one of us here that recorded thoughts, words, and behaviours, you would soon know what we are in slavery too.  
iii. And what Paul is saying here is that obedience and righteousness and Jesus Christ should feature more and more in the thoughts, words, and behaviour of the believer as His or her life progresses.  Jesus makes a difference.
iv. And just to be clear, that does not mean that sports or sex, for example, should not feature in the thoughts, words, or behaviour of a believer.  What it means it that Jesus Christ increasingly affects how I think about, talk about, and engage in sexual activity or sports.  Jesus makes a difference.
3. Now, lest his readers despair because Paul has made plain their sinful thoughts, words, and actions, notice what he says in 17, “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.  You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”  
a. Paul was not there, you see, when the gospel that was preached to these Romans brought them to faith in Christ.  But he is convinced it was the true gospel and that they have truly come to faith in Christ, despite their behaviour.  He is convinced that they are ‘pretending’ to be slaves to sin when he is certain that they are slaves of Christ.  
i. Is there anyone here who finds that wonderfully encouraging!?  I do!  
ii. With this topic, Paul must call believers to self examination.  But you know what they say, For every minute you look at yourself, look three minutes to Jesus!
4. In v19, then, Paul pretty much apologizes for using the illustration of slavery.  It has a negative image.  Slavery is not a free choice to obey but an obligation.  Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  But there is nothing ‘light’ about the image that Paul is using.  And he is acutely aware of that.  But, as he explains, you Roman Christians are “weak in your natural selves.”  
a. And its true isn’t it, sometimes we don’t need a subtle approach but the slap round the head with a cold fish.  And these verses are the spiritual equivalent of exactly that.  
b. And that is why he continues with the illustration of slavery to reinforce the point he is making again in vv19-23.  
i. Righteousness used to have no effect on you when you were a slave to sin.  And you know that that life led only to misery and death.  
ii. But now you are a slave to righteousness.  Your ultimate destination is heaven; a place of perfect righteousness.  Get ready for it, now!  
A. If you were going to live in a place where people only spoke Mandarin, you would learn as much Mandarin as you could now so that when you get there it is not completely strange and foreign.  
B. Well, learn to think, speak and act holily, now, so that heaven will not be a place completely strange and foreign.  As hard as it is for us to imagine, as far as we ourselves are concerned, it should be our desire that when we get to heaven we discover a life that is not the polar opposite of this life here but one of some continuity and familiarity.  V22 is a picture not of ______              but one of                          .   

1) Jesus makes a difference.
5. And v23, perhaps more so than any other verse in the Bible, portrays that so very beautifully.  For if you stack up the two halves of the verse side by side, you have 
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Jesus makes a difference!
Well, much more briefly then, as we come to ch. 7 and vv1-3, Paul continues to make his point here with another illustration, this time from marriage, in vv1-3.

1. Now, it is not often that Paul illustrates his illustrations!  But he has a good reason for doing so.  As we saw from v19, Paul was quite uncomfortable with using the illustration of slavery.  But he felt it was necessary because of the weakness of these Roman Christians.  So he changes the metaphor here to that of marriage, because marriage has a far more positive ‘flavour’ to it than does slavery.  
a. And while there is something valuable and important in the concept of being a slave to Christ or a slave to righteousness, because we so easily lose sight of the obligation we owe to God for His love towards us in Jesus, the concept of marriage has within it the idea of choice and delight and feelings of love and affection.
2. From v1 then, he speaks to those who are familiar with the law.  And he could mean, because you are Jews you are familiar with the Law of God, or he could also mean because you are Romans, you are familiar with law.  It works either way.  We are all used to law.  We know how law works.  
a. And his point is, as we saw in this morning’s sermon, a ‘duh!’ point.  It is so obvious it is almost unnecessary to state it!  “The law has authority over a man only so long as he lives.”  
i. If a hearse was driving to a cemetery and was stopped at a checkpoint where the officers were checking that all the occupants of the cars were wearing their seatbelts, which is the law, do you think that the office would open the casket to check that the dead person was wearing a seatbelt?  Of course not!  That person, because they are dead, is now free of the seatbelt law.  Law binds only the living.
3. And Paul uses the illustration of marriage to make his point.  We know that a wife does not remain married to her husband after he dies, or a husband to his wife after she dies.  By law, they remain married so long as they are both alive.  If he or she were to marry another while their spouse was alive, they would be adulterers; those guilty of breaking the ‘law of marriage.’  But once one of them dies, the ‘law of marriage’ no longer binds them.  They are released from that law.  They may marry another.  
And this leads on into Paul’s concluding Summary of vv4-6.

1. And his summary is that believing in Christ for the forgiveness of sins ends the believer’s marriage to the law sin setting him or her free to be married to Jesus.  Being married to the law and sin means we bore fruit unto death.  What we did was godless and self-centred and meaningless and would become that by which God would condemn us to eternal condemnation in hell.  But now, we have been joined to Christ, as it says at the end of v4, “in order that we might bear fruit to God.”  Jesus makes a difference.  
a. And see that difference in the last phrase of v6, “We serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.”  
i. We read earlier from Psalm 116.  There the Psalmist says, “How can I repay the Lord for all His goodness to me?”  And then he goes on to talk about fulfilling his vows, and sacrificing a thank offering, in Jerusalem.  
ii. But Jesus has come.  
A. Jesus has set us free from mildew regulations and temple measurements and the particulars of the underwear that the high priest had to wear.  
B. Jesus has set us free to Love God with heart, soul, mind and strength and to “serve one another in love.”  
C. Jesus has set us free to live by the Spirit; to grow in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
1) And Galatians 5-6 beautifully expands and explains what Paul says here at the end of v6.  
Believer, you will, time and time again, find yourself in sin’s pit.  That is what we shall see with Paul in the second half of ch. 7 where he laments finding himself doing what he does not want to do and not doing what he wants to do.  You are walking along, and next thing you know, you are down in the hole, covered in the slime and stench of sin.  It maybe for a brief moment or it maybe for a long time, but there you are.  And it stinks!  
Well, when someone has been involved in a serious crash of some sort, paramedics want us to remember ABC – Airways, Breathing, and Circulation.  Are there obstructions in the airways?  Is the person breathing?  Is there a pulse?  
Well, after crashing into sin, the gospel paramedic wants us to remember SNJ – sanctification not justification.  What has just happened is not about who I am in Christ but about how I live under Christ.  I am not a slave to sin; I am not married to sin.  I am a slave to Christ; I am married to Christ.  But I have forgotten this for a moment.  I have been pretending that I am back in sin’s realm when I am really in the realm of Christ.  Forgive me Lord.  Fill my eyes, again, with the loveliness of Jesus.  Help me to be holy as you are holy.  Amen.  

